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¢ ..':_‘,ir And whatever ye do
% 2 " in word or deed, do
N ‘ all in the name of

" the Lord Jesus,
' giving thanks to
)

God and the Father
by him.

Colossians 3:17KJV

We must always be careful that our faith is
motivated by obedience to God and not simple
obligation. When we act out of obedience, we are
making a conscious choice to conform ourselves
to the image of Christ. When we act out of
obligation, we do so out of a sense of compulsion
which is not really rooted in our love for God, but
more so our fear of the consequences from
disobeying God's word. The difference is
profoundly important. It's the difference between
giving someone a gift because you love them, or
giving them a gift because it's an occasion where
you are expected to present a present. If you give
with the second motivation, you will have full hands,
but an empty heart. Indeed, full hands are better
than empty hands, but what's best is the full hands
and 1ull heart that come from a person who gives
out of obedience to the law of love.
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Rev. Matthew L. Watley
Founder/ D.C. Host Minister

ISSUE HIGHLIGHTS

By Lauren D. Phelps

Remember your leaders, who spok e the word of God to you.  Consider the
outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. Hebrews 13:7 NIV

Sometimes it is easier to recognize talents and leadership qualities in others
than it is to recognize them in yourself. Itis also hard to see
God preparing you for the service that He is bringing your way.
Thisis how | felt when | began volunteering for the Power Lunch
ministry. | didn't realize how monumental handing out
refreshments, passing out handbills, or greeting visitors really
were in the Kingdom of God. However, when | submitted
myself to God and allowed myself to be used by Him in this
ministry, God poured out blessings and favor upon my life and
Lauren D. Phelps opened up new opportunities for me to serve in Kingdom
building. Ultimately, | became a leader in the Power Lunch ministry in which |
honed skills in working on Web sites and creating newsletters. These skills
greatly helped me when God promoted me in school to become the editor of
Howard University School of Divinity's The Weekly Word by which | have 100%
tuition remission! | have also been asked to write for several other publications
since working with Power Lunch. It's amazing to see how God blesses your
faithfulness in what this world would call “the little things.”

| know that if it had not been for the Power Lunch Ministry and the Rev.
Matthew L. Watley recognizing something in me to be able to serve as a
leader, | would not be where | am today. |thank God for this ministry and the
opportunities that it provides for persons seeking to be of service in the
Kingdom of God. | 'am also thankful for the leadership skills and wisdom that |
learn working with Rev. Watley, and | am grateful for what | learn each week
through his teachings. If you are not active in ministry, why not begin here?
Power Lunch is growing exponentially, and we need workers in the vineyard.
Seek God's face as to where you would be of service whether it is as a
Centurion or volunteer, and submit yourself to Him. | am a witness. The
blessings will overtake you.
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Jesus, Entrepreneur:
Using Ancient Wisdom to Launch and Live Your Dreams
By Laurie Beth Jones
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That's right!  Jesus, Enepreneur: Using Ancient Wisdom to ;;E'ff?*“;ég".”‘*ﬁ?—_
Launch and Live Your Dreams by Laurie Beth Jones is Rev. =
Watley's latest book selection for his new sermon series. In
this book, you willlearn how to:
Find meaning and spirituality in your career.
- Use your talents and skills to benefit the world
as well as yourself.
- Pursue a career that fulfills your deepest
spiritual needs.
Copies will be available at Power Lunch November 17"
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One of the things that I've grown to
understand is that why we do thingsis as
important as what we do. This spiritual
principle is best evidenced in Isaiah
29:13. “The Lord said: Because these
people draw near with their mouths
and honor me with their lips, while their
hearts are far from me, and their
worship of me is a human
commandment learned by rote.” So
the questions that I'd like to raise for you
are why do you obey the word of God,
why do you worship, and why do you
work for God? Are you doing the right
things for the right reasons, or are you
simply going through the motions
because it's the right thing to do? If
you're going through the motions,
you're actually cheating yourself from
the full benefit of Christian living.

This concept is further illuminated in
Colossians 3:1-17. In the first 14 verses,
Paul underscores the need to take on
the mind of Christ, which is proven by
the putting to death and taking off of
ungodly behavior, and the putting on of
a new way of living. He invokes the
imagery of taking off one garment to
put on another. Hereisthe point. Often
when we look at ungodly lifestyles, our
focus is on how difficult they are to
remove because we have become so
accustomed to wearing them. Like
well broken in shoes, our sin has
become comfortable, and we don't
relish the idea of parting with them.
Then we put on the new shoes of Christ

The Rev. Matthew L. Watley

and find them less comfortable simply
because theyre new. When this is our
mentality, it won't be long before we trade
them in for our old shoes that will only take
usto the same old places. Our problemis
our motivation. In this case, we are
motivated only by the feel of the shoes
instead of also considering that God's
shoes look better, are worth more, and will
take us further in life to where we want to
go. (They actually will feel better too if you
keep them onlong enough to break them
in.)

In verse 15, | believe Paul shows us the
right reason to put on the shoes of the
word of God. Paul says, “And let the
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to
which indeed you were called in the one
body.” When we follow the word of God,
or allow the peace of Christ to rule our
hearts, we do so not because of the
consequence of disobeying the word, but
for the benefit of pleasing God. Then Paul
gives us a direct command, “And be
thankful.”  The motivating reason for
Christian living is thanksgiving. In other
words, we wear the shoes of God's word
because we are thankful to God for giving
themto us.

In verse 16, Paul says, “Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly; teach and
admonish one another in all wisdom; and
with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs to God.” He
transitions from the necessity of
performing the word of God (Christ) to the

worship of God. The connection again
is thanksgiving or gratitude. When
worship is rooted in sincere gratitude, it
is never stale or routine. If worship for
you is boring or dull, it has less to do with
the song selection or the soloist and
more to do with your lack of
thanksgiving. When you wear worship
with thanksgiving, you always feel
perfectly dressed and covered from
headtotoe.

Paul concludes this thought in verse
17 where he says, “And whatever you
do, in word or deed, do everything in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.”
Paul addresses the proper motivation
for doing the works of God (word or
deed), which is again thanksgiving.
Notice, he does not distinguish
between secular work and spiritual
work. For Paul, all work is spiritual or
should be done as if it is for God in the
name of Jesus and with thanksgiving.
When thanksgiving becomes our
motive, we will not despise our
employment or the work we do in the
kingdom. | know a man who works
extremely hard in his church in addition
to his own business. One day | asked
him how he was able to do so much.
He said, “Brother, God has been so
good to me, | just can't do enough for
Him.” Now that's the rightreason!!!
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November 24"
November 25"

Announcements:

Purchase a copy of Jesus, Entepreneur at Power Lunch for Rev. Watley's latest sermon series.

Invite friends, family members and coworkers to a special Thanksgiving service of Power Lunch.

Happy Thanksgiving from Rev. Watley and all of us at Power Lunch.

Copies of Jesus, Entepreneur will also be available for purchase at www.powerlunchonline.com!
There is still time for you to become a Centurion giver. See a Power Lunch volunteer for more details.




